








By Matt Reese and OSGMP staff

Thirty-nine years ago the state average
soybean yield was 28.5 bushels per
acre and the state average wheat yield
was 38 bushels per acre. Since Jim
Beuerlein started his career at Ohio
State University in 1970, yields have
gone from those levels to reports of
soybean yields topping 70 bushels and
wheat yields of more than 100 bushels
per acre in 2009.

While Beuerlein certainly cannot claim
all of the yield increases in the two crops
he focused on for nearly four decades,
his presence in Ohio and the impressive
increase in wheat and soybean yields
are not unconnected.

Beuerlein announced his retirement at
the end of 2009, leaving an impressive
body of work here in Ohio that played an
important role in the increased yields in
Ohio and around the country.

“It’s impossible for me to adequately
do justice to Jim’s career in the few
minutes | have here. Peter [Thomison]
and | were recalling things and going
through his vita, and we were literally
overwhelmed,” said Mark Loux, an
Extension specialist at an event held
to honor Beuerlein’s retirement. “One
of his great strengths has been his
effectiveness at showing growers how
practices affect their profitability, so they
can make informed decisions. People
grow soybeans and wheat the way they
do because of Jim’s work, not only here
in Ohio, but also in surrounding states
and other countries. Jim pioneered
research in narrow-row and no-till
production systems, early planting, skip
rows, and improved inoculants, among
other practices. He has been at the
forefront in the evaluation of numerous
new technologies, and provided
research-based recommendations so
that growers know whether they should
adopt them.”

Beuerlein started his career at Ohio State
as an area Extension agronomist. He
served in this role from 1970 to 1980, and
then as the state Extension agronomist
for soybean and small grain production
from 1980 through 2009. Beuerlein’s
research findings have been published in
a number of Extension bulletins, reports,
fact sheets and videos that have been
widely referenced, including “Profitable
Wheat Management,” “Improving
Wheat Yields in Ohio” and “Profitable
soybean Management,” for which he
was the primary editor or a substantial
contributor. Beuerlein was also the
primary editor for several editions of the
OSU Agronomy Guide.

Beuerlein retires after 40 years of service in ag

As a result of Beuerlein’s efforts in
Ohio and around the country, he has
been recognized with numerous awards
and been invited to many national and
international presentations. Awards
he has received include: “OARDC
Director’s Innovator of the Year
Award” for the development of food-
type soybean varieties to produce soy
foods; American Soybean Association
Agronomic Extension Award; Gamma
Sigma Delta Extension Award of merit;
National Association of Wheat Growers
“Excellence in Extension” Award; and
the OSU Extension “Excellence in
Extension” Award. More recently he
received the Distinguished Service
Award from the Ohio Soybean
Council.

Beuerlein also has overseen the Ohio
soybean and wheat performance trials,
two resources that are widely used
by growers and consultants to make
decisions on variety selection.

Along with these duties, Beuerlein
has been very instrumental to the
success of the Ohio Wheat Growers
Association and in getting the small
grains checkoff established. The small
grains checkoff, for wheat, barley
oats and rye, is managed by the
Ohio Small Grains Marketing
Program.

“Dr. Beuerlein has been instrumental
in the success of the wheat programs
in Ohio,” said OSGMP Chairman
Brad Haas. “He was there from the
beginning when the Ohio Wheat
Growers Association began.”

Beuerlein is switching to a similar job in
the private sector.

“| have been doing exactly what I've
wanted to do for 39.5 years with great
people and you can’t ask for more than
that,” Beuerlein said. “It has been a lot
of fun and we have made some progress
in that time.”

Matt Reese writes for Ohio’s Country
Journal.
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